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Broome Family, 
 
I hope you will enjoy our October 
newsletter.  Our students, staff and 
community continue to strive for 
excellence in all that we do in 
academics, athletics, arts and student 
activities.  Since our last update we 
have completed our first grading 
period, hosted Newberry Award 
winning author Kwame Alexander, 
finished second place in marching 
band, cross-country, volleyball, girls 
tennis finished third and fishing team 
also finished third and we had a 
region champion cross-country 
athlete.  Our students and staff 
sponsored a Flood Relief Effort and 
we collected three truckloads of goods 
to deliver to the Red Cross.  We 
offered our students the opportunity 
to participate in the College 
Application Day on 10/22.  Students 
were able to apply to multiple colleges 
and most schools waived their 
application fees. 
 
The Broome High School Beta Club 
Induction Ceremony is scheduled for 
November 9th at 7:00pm in the 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Auditorium.  We expect to induct 
over 75 new members during this 
ceremony.  Donnie Thurman, former 
National Beta Club Vice-President, 
will be speaking to all Broome 
students on November 4th.  The 
community is welcome to join us for 
his presentation beginning at 
8:30am.  We also have a Veteran’s 
Day Assemble scheduled for 
November 11th at 10:00am in the gym. 
 
Fall Sports teams will begin playoffs 
soon and we wish them good luck in 
the playoffs!!  Tennis @ Seneca 
October 29th at 5:00.  Volleyball 
home vs West-Oak on October 29th at 
6:00. 
 
I am very fortunate to serve as 
principal at Broome High School.  
Please join with us as we prepare our 
students to be College and Career 
Ready.  You are always welcome here. 

Sincerely,  

Rodney D. Graves 
Principal 

The Principal’s Voice 

Voice 

I 
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Kwame Alexander 
Visit 
 
Kwame Alexander, a poet, 
educator, New York Times 
Bestselling Author, and the 2015 
John Newberry Medal winner for 
the most distinguished 
contribution to American 
Literature for children visited 
Broome on Wednesday, October 7, 
2015.  He shared some of his life 
experiences and read excerpts from 
two of his books Acoustic Rooster 
and his Barnyard Band and The 
Crossover during two assemblies.  
He encouraged students to always 
pursue their dreams. 
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Modern Language 
 

The World Language Department has 
gotten off to a busy start this school 
year! One of our goals this semester was 
to find some innovative technology tools 
that we could regularly incorporate into 
our lessons. Although we use technology 
each day in our classroom, we wanted to 
find some tools that were a little more 
interactive. This is what we have been 
up to: 

 

Ambar Aguirre & Linda Seyler-
Mrs. Aguirre & Ms. Seyler have been 
using www.quizlet.com to reinforce 
vocabulary in their Spanish and German 
classes. Quizlet is a free website that 
provides students templates for making 
online flashcards. No more huge stacks 
of index cards here! Students can create 
cards for each chapter. After they have 
created the cards, they can practice the 
vocabulary by “flipping cards.” This 
website offers other practice activities, 
such as fill-in-the-blank sections and a 
practice test. It also has a “Race” section, 
where students have to type the word 
before it disappears from the screen. 
Students really seem to like this section! 
This is also a great tool because teachers 
can see all cards that are created. 
Instead of handing in cards and not 
being able to use them until the teacher 
returns them, students can use them 
and teachers can check them 
simultaneously. 

 

Jennifer Bowe-Mrs. Bowe has been 
using www.classcraft.com with her 
students this semester. Classcraft is an 
online tool that helps teachers manage, 

motivate, and engage their students by 
transforming their classroom into an 
interactive videogame. Students are part 
of a team. As a team, they complete 
activities to earn points. Points can also 
be deducted, like if a student does not 
bring a textbook to class or comes to 
class late. Mrs. Bowe has used this for 
classroom management this semester, 
and has been very pleased with the 
results! It has served as a great 
motivating tool not only for good 
behavior, but for completing work as 
well. It also encourages teamwork 
among classmates, in that they are 
helping each other to learn. 

 

Lindsay Knox-I have been using 
www.nearpod.com this semester for 
chapter review. Nearpod is an 
interactive presentation and assessment 
tool. I create a presentation with various 
types of questions. After giving students 
a room code, they are able to respond to 
the questions as I project them. I 
especially like the polling questions. I 
can ask an opinion question that reviews 
chapter vocabulary, and students submit 
their answer. This not only reinforces 
vocabulary, but it is a great way to get to 
know my students better. My other 
favorite feature is the drawing tool. I 
write one or two sentences in Spanish, 
and students have to draw the picture 
that I described. Students love seeing 
what everyone else draws, and it is a 
more interactive way to review 
vocabulary. 

 

These are just a few of the resources that 
we have tried so far. We look forward to 
discovering even more as the school year 
continues. 

http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.classcraft.com/
http://www.nearpod.com/
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End of Course Exams 
 

The End of Course testing will be 
here before we know it! The 
subjects that will be covered in End 
of Course testing this year are: 

Algebra I/Math Tech II 

Biology 

English I 

English II 

Geometry 

U.S. History 

 

The End of Course tests are state-
mandated assessments that are 
required for students currently 
enrolled in the class. These tests 
will count towards 20% of students’ 
final grades in the class.  The 
schedule is as follows: 

 

December 8th-U.S. History 

December 9th-Biology 

December 10th-Algebra I/Math 
Tech II 

December 11th-English I 

December 14th-English II 

December 15th-Geometry 

 

Please contact Anna Davis at (864) 
279-6733 in Guidance if you have 
any questions.   

 

 

Special Education 
 

On Monday and Tuesday 
September 21-22, Teresa Brown 
attended South Carolina’s 2nd 
Annual Interagency Transition 
Conference entitled: Building 
Bridges: Constructing and 
Navigating Transition Services for 
Youth with Disabilities.  This 
conference was held in Greenville, 
SC and representatives from 
throughout the state came together 
to work as one unit to discover 
strategies and tools to assist them 
in collaboratively planning for 
transition program improvement in 
their local community.  Mrs. 
Brown, along with Mr. Ladson 
Berry, Director of Special 
Education in District Three, 
teamed up with representatives 
from several other Spartanburg 
districts to form the STA:  
Spartanburg Transition Alliance.  
This group of educators will meet 
on a monthly basis to establish 
county wide guidelines, identify 
Core Agencies and develop an 
action plan for ensuring that all 
students with disabilities receive an 
education that addresses their 
needs and interests while preparing 
them for a successful life beyond 
the classroom. 
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English 
 
Lisa Page’s 9th grade English 
Strategies students are enjoying 
Kwame Alexander’s book, The 
Crossover. They were all impressed 
with the author when they heard 
him speak, and now they cannot 
seem to get enough of his poetry. 
They read aloud from the book 
each day, and the students are left 
wanting, waiting until tomorrow 
for the next verse. 

      
       

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

       
   

 

 

 

Social Studies 
In October, the Foundations of 
Education class (Teacher Cadets) had 
the opportunity to visit The South 
Carolina School for the Deaf and Blind 
and the McCarthy Teszler School.  

 

During our time at SCSBD we toured the 
campus, visited several classrooms, and 
observed how students who are blind 
participate in music and art classes. 
What the students found very 
interesting was learning how the blind 
“listen” to their emails.  

 

After touring the McCarthy Teszler 
School we spent time with Mrs. Tina 
Bain’s class which is also our “Buddy 
Class.” At the beginning of class Mrs. 
Bain’s students demonstrated an 
interactive Math game via the 
Smartboard. Then the students paired-
up to make “plarn.” Plarn is made using 
plastic bags, with the end result being 
made into quilts that are given to 
homeless shelters and the homeless. The 
Cadets really enjoyed this activity 
because it was interactive and they 
“were saving the earth by recycling.” The 
highlight of our time was when everyone 
started singing Let It Go from Frozen. 
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Science 

 
Mrs. Moss’s Anatomy classes are about 
to complete their unit on Epidemiology. 
They have been researching various 
types of diseases, how they are 
transmitted and how they affect the 
body systems. A case study on the brain 
eating amoeba was completed by each 
student as well.  Also, students in the 
Anatomy classes have brought in many 
items to support the BHS Teacher 
Cadet’s as they collect for The Red 
Cross’s disaster flood relief. The items 
that the students bought like diapers, 
water and comfort kit personal items 
will help flood victims in South Carolina. 
Thanks to all who donated to this 
worthy cause. 

 
Mrs. Fox and Ms. 
Foster took their AP 
Biology and 
Environmental Studies 
classes to Riverbanks 
Zoo to study Animal 
Behavior and Ecology. 
Both classes 
participated in an hour 
long tour with an 

Animal Behavior 
specialist at Riverbanks. The Animal 
Behaviorist discussed specific behaviors 
of African Lions, Siamang Gibbons, 
African Elephants, and Grizzly Bears. 
Students from both classes then 
performed their own group assignments 
designed around animal observations, 
including species interactions. Students 
also enjoyed feeding the birds in the 
aviary and feeding the giraffes.  
(Picture above: Environmental Student Ahmad feeding 

birds at Riverbanks Zoo.) 

 

 

 

AP Biology class at Riverbanks Zoo: 

(left) Lucy Ward, Michaela Mabry, Alicia Poole, 

Andrew Sanders, Maddie Norton, Dylan Chesebro, 

Holly, Raines, Victoria Burgess, Baja Ksor  

Michaela Mabry and Lucy Ward feeding giraffes. 

Environmental Studies class at Riverbanks Zoo.  

Nadia Amann, Taylor Brewington-Santiago, Buddy Cash, 

Lacey Childers, Justin Crowe, Ansley Dover, Lane Ellis, 

Ethan Everhart, Colby Jonas, Nathan Ricketts, Cody 

Roemhild, Clay Sanford, Ahmad Simuel, Joseph Sanford, 

Andrew Teaster 
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Math 
Mathematics 
teacher, Ms. Smith, 
has a student 
teacher this 

semester. As a 
department, we would like to 
spotlight Mr. Brewington by 
sharing a few insights into the 
person behind the teacher. 

 

Name:  Richard Brewington 

 

Birthday:  May 13, 1987 
 

Hometown:  Spartanburg, SC (a 
graduate of Chesnee High School)  
 
Where do you attend College and 
what is your degree? 

USC Upstate  

Bachelors of Arts in Secondary 
Education with a concentration in 
Mathematics 
 
Who was your favorite teacher and 

why?  Coach Jon Rentz.  I was a pretty 
lazy student to start with in high 
school.  He really pushed me to do better 
and try harder in not just his Biology 
class, but all of my classes. 
 
Why did you pick teaching?  I enjoy 
mathematics and originally went into 
accounting.  After studying accounting 
for about a year, I decided I didn’t enjoy 
the business aspect of it, but did enjoy 
the mathematics of it.  I then took a 
class in education that had me do some 
volunteer work at schools and tutoring 

centers.  I enjoyed working with other 
people and explaining the concepts of 
mathematics to them. 
 
Are you married? No 
 
Do you have children?  No 
 
Do you have pets?  1 Cat - Lightning 
 
Favorite Color?  Blue 
 
Do you have a favorite Quote or 

Saying?   

I have suffered defeat, pain, loss 
Still I push to the edge, never falter 
(Writers Mike Hazlewood & Albert 
Hammond on the song “The Air That I 
Breathe” by All That Remains) 

 
Where is the farthest place you 
have ever traveled? Las Vegas, 
Nevada  
 
Favorite food?  Anything cooked on 
a grill. 
 
Hobbies or 
Activities/organizations you are 

active in?   

Hobbies: Fishing, Watching Movies, 
Construction Projects 
Activities: Tutor at USC Upstate 

 

Accomplishments or Honors you 
have achieved that you are proud 
of?   

I graduated high school in the top 15 of 
my class. I maintained a 3.684 GPA at 
USC Upstate while working full-time.  
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Sports 
Cross-Country 

ongratulations to Sophomore 
Daniel Hurren for his 
performance in yesterday’s 

Region Cross-Country 
Championships. Daniel won his 3rd 
straight Region title by finishing 1st 
out of 90 runners. He also set a 
course record by running the 3.1 
mile course in 16:57. 

 

Also making the All-Region team 
was Mack Stancil who placed 9th in 
the race. Others in the top 7 include 
Vilgelm Levkovets  20th; Mong 
Thao  21st; Carson Sparks  22nd; 
Cameron Gossett 30th; and Noah 
Lee  32nd. 

The boys’ team placed 2nd overall. 

 

The girls also finished 2nd and were 
led by 3 All-Region runners. Ashlyn 
Bishop was 6th; Jetta Turner  7th; 
and Hailey Wells   10th.  

Rounding out Broome’s top 7 were 
Madison Fowler   14th; Jodie 
Lawson  16th; Morgan Odom  22nd; 
and Hannah Rothrock  24th. 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

Administration 
 
Dress Code Reminders 
-No hats should be worn in the building 
-Clothing must be modest and not 
contain any obscene or offensive 
material 
-Form fitting attire such as leggings, 
jeggings, or yoga pants should be worn 
with a  
shirt that covers your backside 
-Clothing should be free of chains, 
spikes, fish hooks or other sharp objects 
Broome High School students should 
take pride in their image. Students are 
required to dress and groom themselves 
in a manner that will not disrupt 
instruction or the orderly operation of 
the school.  
 
Administrator Highlight – Tammy 
M. Hodges 
 
My name is Tammy M. Hodges. I am a 
Gaffney native. I am married with two 
children, ages 12 and 9.  I began working 
in Spartanburg School District Three in 
1998. Cowpens Elementary School was 
my first home where I taught Physical 
Education for 11 years. Eventually, I 
moved to Broome High School and 
taught Physical Education an additional 
5 years before applying for an 
administrative position. I currently 
serve as the grade level administrator 
for 9th and 11th graders.  
 
Contact information 
Office – 864-279-6731 
Cell – 864-316-5918 

 

C 
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Yearbooks 
Information 

 
To order your yearbook online, 
please log on to 
www.YearbookOrderCenter.com. 
You may also call the company toll 
free at 1.866.287.3096.  

 

The order number is: 

10678 

 

Please have this number handy 
when you call or log in to order 
your yearbook.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

The Medallion yearbook staff 
needs you, and we know you’d like 
to be seen in this year’s yearbook! 
Make sure you and your friends are 
covered by sending us pictures of 
your summer vacation, a day at 
work, and summer practices and 
sporting events. Parents and 
students should go to 
www.hjeshare.com and enter the 
school code centurion to submit 
photos.  

 

Also, check out the eShare iPhone 
and Android apps in your 
respective app stores.  These are a 
great way to contribute photos 
from mobile phones. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.yearbookordercenter.com/
http://www.hjeshare.com/
https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/index.cfm/Product/index
https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/index.cfm/Product/index/tabSelect/1
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Donnie Thurman 
Visit 
 

Donnie Thurman, Jr., a 
Professional Motivational Speaker 
is scheduled to visit Broome High 
School on Wednesday, November 
4, 2015.  Mr. Thurman has spoken 
to over 850,000 youth nationwide 
and is very passionate about 
working with young people. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates 

 
Election Day   11/3/15 

Donnie Thurman  11/4/15 

SAT     11/7/15 

Beta Club Induction  11/9/15 

Dental Screening  11/11/15 

(9th grade) 

Veteran’s Day Assembly 11/11/15 

ASVAB    11/12/15 

Attendance Lab  11/14/15 

Interims Distributed 11/18/15 

Attendance Lab  11/21/15 

Thanksgiving    

Holidays   11/25-27/15 

Attendance Lab  12/12/15 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Statement of Non-Discrimination Spartanburg School District 
Three does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability or age in its programs or activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 
following person(s) has been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
the nondiscrimination policies: Director of Personnel and Pupil 
Services 3535 Clifton Glendale Road, Glendale, SC 29346 (864)279-
6000 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=donnie+thurman+jr&view=detailv2&qpvt=donnie+thurman+jr&id=33816E68B2F3B784FE1CF06AB102B43D2122C0F3&selectedIndex=0&ccid=w6aVhjTI&simid=608034221583305804&thid=OIP.Mc3a6958634c8e8c042e142c1d6c5ac85o0

